ARCHWAY CENTRAL HALL

Timeline

Table 11.1: Membership Figures at Archway Central Hall, 1934 — 1984.

Year Number of Members
1934 632

1944 -

1954 537

1964 434

1974 186

1984 161

Source: “‘Minutes of the Leaders Meetings, Archway Methodist Church, 1954 — 1984’

1934

Archway Central Hall and
Central Hall Buildings (Now
Archway Methodist Church)
opened to the public and
were originally used as a
place of worship for the
Methodists, a cinema, a
Sunday school.

1946

Membership fell after World
War 2. Cine projectors
sold but screens remained.
Central Hall began being
used as a youth club
through the Methodist
Association of Youth Clubs
(MAYC).

1969

Why create a new Chapel ?

.-« TO SERVE THE PRESENT AGE!

T'he design and layout of the Main Hall was osot-moded, Excellently built, but in the cinema stvle
of the nineteen thirties, it oo longer expressed our understaning of community or worship,

Apert from the perind up to the war, the Main Hall has been foo large for normal requine-
menis and present day congregations find it slmost impossible to achieve warmth of spirit or a trus
sense of prrticipation

1o view of the rising cosis of heatng and maintenance the Trustees and a specially appointed
Building Commitiee concluded tiat the Hall should be re-struciured to meet the needs of the present
fime,

HOW WILL THE NEW CHAPEL HELP?

It will be warm and guiet, digrified, osodemn, well Lic

It will provide a superb setting for formal and traditional worship, vet be adapiable o wha-
ever new forms of worship may evolve under the guidance of the Spirit.

After the new Chapel is built, the Maim Hail will still be an imposing aoditorium, but with &
warmer, feiendlier atmosphere,

STANDARDS?

In our plenning we fell that the siandards of design, lurnishing, beating and lghting should
nial be fower than we desire for cur own homes or expect to find in other public buildings. We fecl
that the scheme achisves this standard and we believe that people will find it & pleasure 1w worship
in comfortable surroundings which are themselves a demonstration of the importance we place on
the worship of God,

THE COST?

The otal scheme will cost nt more: than £9,000,

Of this, the Depariment of London Mission, baving faith in the work here and sharing our
conviction that God has a groat purpose [or us in this strategic centre, has geserously promised
o provide two thirds,

Will your help to provide the remaining £320007

¥ou can show your faith in the Gospel and encourage the work of God in this arep by piving
whatever you are able to the building fund,

To help you decide the scale of vour contribution, bere are some prices:

Communion Table .., o oF £37

Sanctunry  Chairs chc * £33

Fart ... s £23

Reading Desk ol oo = £2]

150 Chairs each £5 12s.
THE OFENING

The Re-opening and Dedication has been arrenged for Tuesday evening, May [2th,
Please make a note of the date and bring your friends to share our méjoicing,

PRAY
In preparatiop for the Opening and Dedication we ask all our friends o pray with us:
that the work will be satisfactorily completed
that the total cost will be provided
that the Dedication will be & ime of grest blessing
that God will use the re-struciured premises fo draw many worshippers to this Chuorch

REMEMBER!

In your giving and praying, remember the: promise of seripture: “Bring the full tithes . | . and
prave me savs the Lord of Hosts, if L will not ., . pour you out a blesting that there shall not be
toom enough {0 receive it.” (Malachi 3:10).

Please send your gift to

THE REV. JOHN BEECH,
ARCHWAY CENTRAL HALL;
ARCHWAY CLOSE, LONDON, N.19,

Advertising Brochure to raise funds for refurbishment. Source: Archway Methodist Church.

1960’s

Youth Club use ceased and
the congregation became
significantly smaller.

1969

Due to substantial
maintenance costs coupled
with the fact that the Main
Hall was deemed to be
“out-moded” and “apart
from the period up to the
war” it was “too large

for normal requirements”
significant alterations

were made that included
the removal of the tip-up
seating cinema seats and
the levelling of the Main Hall
floor.

1969

Help to Build a Worship Centre
for the Seventies
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The creation of the worship centre as displayed on the funding brochure. By Nye, Saunders and
Partners of Guldford, 1969. Source: Archway Methodist Church.

1970

Archway Gyratory created
leaving the Archway Central
Hall isolated save for a
subway system.

Methodist Church

1971

London Borough of

Islington’s Social Services
Department Occupied the
Chapel and Prayer Room.

Rev John Beech and Sister Evelyn Brown in the new worshyp centre, ¢. 1971 Source: Archway

1974

Membership numbers
reduced to 186, in 1954

there were 537 members.

1970

Figure 11.17: Construction work begins on the gyratory road system, January 1969. Source: Archway

1989

Excerpt from the English Heritage
Report on Archway Central Hall from
1992, page 4

1983

Significant refurbishment
of the Central Hall resulted
In the removal of original
features such as the ticket
office and cream faience
tiling.

Methodist Church.

Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service.

Comments: Given the condition of the building and the cost of
putting it right, it is likely that it will be pulled down and
rebuilt. Although very characteristic of its period, the main
features giving it distinction (the tower and main hall) have
been lost or altered and the quality of the detailing of the
building is unexceptional.

1989

An attempt to list the
building was made but was
rejected owing to the high
level of alteration, loss of
distinctive features and the
unexceptional quality of the
Art Deco detalling.




1997

Owing to the poor state

of the Central Hall which
resulted in a significant
repair bill that proved
unviable to undertake
coupled with a dwindling
congregation, Archway
Central Hall was put on

the market for sale by

the Methodists but the
Central Hall Buildings (Now
Archway Methodist Church)
were to remain in their
ownership.

1998

Archway Central Hall was
locally listed by London
Borough of Islington at
Grade B in 1998; this

is London Borough of
Islington’s second tier of
grading for locally listed
buildings (out of Grades
A, B and C). Access to
Archway Central Hall via
subway system stopped
due to a series of robberies
leaving Archway Central
Hall and other buildings
isolated.

2001

After four years of being

on the market, Archway
Central Hall was finally

sold to a firm of property
developers and the
congregation moved to from
Archway Central Hall to a
new worship centre in the
Central Hall Buildings (now
Archway Methodist Church)
adjacent to Central Hall.
This accommodation was
said to be ‘a flexible and
comfortable environment for
worship’. At this this point
the Methodists had 162
members in Archway.

2001

Demolition of the Central
Hall was proposed by
BDP Architects as part of
a wider masterplan for the
Archway Area but this was
vehemently opposed by
Better Archway Forum.

2007

Better Archway Forum
successfully managed to
convince the new owners
of Archway Central Hall to
withdraw their proposals.

2009

Flowervale Properties Ltd

acquired Archway Central
Hall.

2015

Flowervale Properties
submitted a planning
application to London
Borough of Islington which
involved the conversion

of existing building into a
residential led scheme

References:

2016

Flowervale refused planning
permission by London
Borough of Islington for

the conversion of existing
building into a residential
led scheme.

MARCH 2018

2018

Flowervale Properties plan
on submitting a detailed
planning application to
demolish the existing
building and replace with

a high quality landmark
building delivering a much
needed community and
employment use in the area.
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